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Country organisation addressing rural health inadequacies  

7 November 2019 – The recent Australian Institute of Health and Welfare report that found country 

Australians have “shorter lives, higher levels of disease and injury, and poorer access to health 

services,” is an all too familiar story – according to Marathon Health.  

The not-for-profit is one of the few country health organisations based in country Australia with the 

core purpose to identify, deliver and sustain services to people within these communities.  

Bryan Hoolahan, Marathon Health Executive of Governance and Quality, says the report makes 

the need for investment in country healthcare organisations all the more important. 

“We are passionate advocates for equal access to quality health services for people, wherever 

they choose to live. We care about rural health because we live and work in the communities we 

service, and see first-hand the need for choice and control regarding healthcare options,” 

comments Mr Hoolahan.  

Mr Hoolahan said at the centre of the development of sustainable health services for country 

communities, is the need to develop a strong and diverse rural health workforce.  

“Our experienced allied health staff work alongside new graduates to ensure we are creating a 

sustainable workforce for rural Australia – that’s a priority for us,” Mr Hoolahan said. 

“As the largest non-government employer of allied health staff in Western NSW, we are proud to 

create opportunities for allied health clinicians of all walks of life – who share our commitment and 

passion of enabling country communities to thrive through improved health and wellbeing.” 

Marathon Health’s commitment to closing the healthcare gap and providing the right care, in the 

right place, at the right time is evident through their mobile workforce – with staff travelling over 1.2 

million kilometres in the last financial year alone.  

“Our future is rural healthcare and we will continue to be a voice for our country communities, and 

fight for equal health outcomes,” Mr Hoolahan concludes. 
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About 

Marathon Health is a not-for-profit, registered charity delivering high quality health and wellbeing services to 

people in country NSW and the ACT. We’re the largest provider of headspace services in Australia and the 

largest non-government employer of allied health staff in Western NSW. We are a strong voice for rural 

health: we live here, we work here, and our future is here. Find out more about us at marathonhealth.com.au  
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